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and lawful money of England ; it cannot be honest,
because you do not pay in the coin you agreed for,
or perform the bargain you made, or pay in the coin
expected of you ; and it is not just, because you do
not give a valuable consideration for the goods you
buy; but really take a tradesman's goods away, and
return dross and dirt to him in the room of it.

The medium I have to propose in the room of
this is, that every man that takes a counterfeit piece
of money, and knows it to be such, should imme-
diately destroy it, either by cutting it in pieces, or,
as I have seen some do, nail it up against a post, so
that it should go no further. It is true, this is
sinking so much upon himself, and supporting the
credit of the current coin at bis own expense, and
he loses the whole piece ; which tradesmen are very
loath to do; but thus they ought to do, though to their
present loss, whether they may reap any benefit in
future from so doing, or not; which, however, is not
unlikely but they may.

For, first, by doing thus, they put a stop to the
fraud as to that individual piece of money ; so that
it is a piece of good service to the public to take
away the occasion and instrument of so much
knavrery and deceit.

Secondly, They prevent a worse fraud, which is,
the buying and selling such counterfeit money.
This was a very wicked, but open trade, in former
days, and may in time come to be so again ; fellows
went about the streets, crying Brass money, broken
or whole. These fellows pretended that they
bought it to cut it in pieces ; and if you insisted upon
it, they would cut it in pieces before your face;
but they as often got it without that ceremony;
and so made what wicked shifts they could to get it
off again ; and many times did put it off for current
money, after they had bought it for a trifle.